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This is my final week on residency in The Basement Gallery. It’s been very productive to
focus on this project for three months - the collaboration with The Birches Day Centre
produced an exhibition of 37 paintings. I’ve learned that collaborating with a group
means having an idea of what will be made and then being surprised to find something
else develop organically. I don’t usually believe in talent and normally consider artistic
ability to be a skill that develops over time with hard work and determination, but there
was lots of talent to be found within this group - some members of the Birches are
natural artists.
The best thing was seeing people make their own mark - especially if it was more
challenging to get there. For example, I got great satisfaction supporting someone who
is a team player and enjoys actively participating - despite some barriers to
communication and dexterity. With the right level of support: just enough extra
guidance, time and encouragement he was able to take part as independently as
possible. He enjoyed his work and showed pride and on top of that the resulting
painting is really his.
The genuine and direct quality of some of the subjects, lines, shapes, brushstrokes and
areas of colour is striking and beautiful. Having said that - the highlight wasn’t always
the artwork but often the conversation and a feeling of enjoyment, which remained
1 with me afterwards when I returned to the studio.
1

That reminds me of a few things I learned from The Alzheimer’s Society. A feeling or
emotion usually remains after each social interaction we have, and dementia can
make it harder to overcome a negative feeling. But we can all make it easier by
creating more positive encounters for people living with dementia and their families,
with friendly behaviors and attitudes. Most important is a person’s unique self and
right to enjoy life. Although dementia is only one aspect of a person’s life, it’s still very
good for everyone to talk about it and learn about it for greater understanding. Check
out the national campaign called ‘Dementia: Understand Together’, which is working
to inspire people around the country to take simple steps and create a more
dementia-inclusive society.

After Yeats

A Bird on a Mission
2
2

Rainbow in the Sky

Landscape with Cottages

A Bright Bird

Creature Climbing for Fruit

Feeling the Blues

Rozzi Kennedy is An Táin Arts Centre's visual artist in residence. She will be in
residence in the Basement Gallery studio during July, August and September 2019.
Follow her progress on Instagram @rozzikennedy #antainartists
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