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I am delighted with this wonderful opportunity to work towards building a communityengaged practice. At this early stage of my career it is invaluable. I would like to thank
Creative Ireland for funding the residency and the excellent management and team at
An Táin Arts Centre for the time, space, resources and creative freedom to work
towards meeting the objectives of my project over a period of three months.
Ordinarily I work in my rural studio-at-home which is great since the landscape informs
my painting. It can however be isolating so I want to develop another way of working
where I can collaborate with others and use skills I developed as an activity co-ordinator
in a dementia specialist care home.
The objective of my project is to collaborate with people living with dementia, and to
engage the benefits that the process of making art can have on health and wellbeing such as stress relief, reduced social isolation, community engagement, creative problem
solving, improved concentration and communication, channeling ideas and thoughts,
building relationships and increased confidence. I will have the use of the Basement
Gallery space for the whole month of September, which is World Alzheimer’s month. I
plan to use the gallery as a platform to explore the power of art as a medium to
promote similar goals of the international campaign - to raise awareness and challenge
the stigma that surrounds dementia and to promote dementia friendly attitudes.
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Painting swap
The first fortnight has gone so quickly. I’ve
connected with The Birches Day Centre in
Dundalk - a welcoming and comfortable
social space where local people living with
dementia enjoy a wide variety of
stimulating daily activities and
outstanding support from a dedicated
team of friendly and caring staff. There are
regular art classes every week, which are
very much anticipated. Orla Barry who
established these high quality, therapeutic
classes very kindly allowed me to join in
and meet everyone and she even agreed
to swap a painting with me. I love my
gorgeous new artwork of a white rabbit
leaping through the air.

Since then, I have made a start. So far, we’ve been testing materials and ideas, using
stamps and markers to make portraits and large sheets of canvas as tablecloths to draw
and paint directly onto one surface. I plan to experiment further during the month of
July to learn more about the group’s values, interests and unique personalities and how
those meet with mine.
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Rozzi Kennedy is An Táin Arts Centre's visual artist in residence. She will be in
residence in the Basement Gallery studio during July, August and September 2019.
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Follow her progress on Instagram @rozzikennedy #antainartists
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